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Radium had enriched Knowledge and served the Good*
But could it also serve Evil?
One may also imagine [Pierre said in concluding] that in
criminal hands radium might become very dangerous, and here
we may ask ourselves if humanity has anything to gain by
learning the secrets of nature, if it is ripe enough to profit by
them, or if this knowledge is not harmful. The example of
NobeFs discoveries is characteristic: powerful explosives have
permitted men to perform admirable work. They are also a
terrible means of destruction in the hands of the great criminals
who lead the peoples towards war.
I am among those who think, with Nobel, that humanity will
obtain more good than evil from the new discoveries.
The welcome given them by the Swedish scientists gave the
Curies pleasure. They had been afraid of the pomp of this
distant expedition. But, organised with wisdom, it proved to
have unexpected attractiveness. No crowds, very few official
personages. Pierre and Marie visited at will in a country which
charmed them, and talked with men of science; they went
home delighted.
Pierre Curie to Georges Gouy, July Qtfh, 1905:
. . . My wife and I have just made a very agreeable journey
to Sweden. We were free of all care, and it was a rest for us.
Anyhow there was hardly anybody in Stockholm in June and
tie official side of things was a great deal simplified by this fact.
Sweden is composed of lakes and arms of the sea, with a little
land round about; pines, moraines, houses of red wood; it is a
rather uniform landscape, but very pretty and restful. There
was no night at all during the time of our journey, and an
autumn sun shone nearly always.
Our children and my father are very well, and my wife and I
are much better, although we get tired easily.
* In the house in the Boulevard Kellermann, protected like a
fortress against intruders, Pierre and Marie led the same simple,
hidden life. The cares of housekeeping were reduced to the